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ply the farmer, the name having been given to the early settlers who re- 
mained to inhabit the country, as distinguished from officials and traders 
who were not expected to keep permanent residence. This simple popula- 
tion has furnished a large element to New England ; while not considered 
in the United States as a thriving people, the French Canadian, in his 
home, has at all events the one cardinal blessing which the American gen- 
erally knows only by hearsay, that of contentment. The folk-lore of French 
Canada must have been rich, and still continues to be so ; but no part has 
been gathered, save the songs, which have in some measure been published 
by E. Gagnon, from whom Mr. Greenough cites. Of local legends, as he 
states, Mr. Greenough has found few (yet surely such must exist) ; but of 
contes, folk-tales, there is a large number, hitherto uncollected. In a chap- 
ter on " Amusements, contes and raconteurs" as a specimen of a fairy tale 
is offered " The tiens-bon-la." A curd desires to get rid of a baker ; he 
advises the king that the latter boasts of being a wizard who is able to 
change the lake before the palace into a meadow ; this the baker is required 
to do, and by the assistance of a benevolent fairy enabled to accomplish 
the task. The curd then contrives that the baker shall be ordered to make 
a tiens-bon-la, this being a mysterious thing, of which the character is un- 
known. The fairy lends the baker a bowl, which has the property of caus- 
ing any person who grasps it to be indissolubly attached ; the result is, that 
the curd, the baker's wife, a cow, a bull, and the king, all are obliged to 
adhere to the bowl in a line, and the king has to bribe the baker to let him 
off. It may be observed that the incident of the bowl having this magic 
property is ancient, being found in a Welsh mabinogi, printed by Lady 
GiesL Without doubt, it would still be possible to form an interesting 
collection of Canadian fairy tales. 

W. W. Newell. 
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To deal with the vast field of the material relating to the study of reli- 
gions is the object of the " Archiv fur Religionswissenschaft," edited by T. 
Achelis, which has reached its fourth number. The term " science of reli- 
gion," as is known, has encountered prejudice; the expression "history of 
religions " has met with more favor. Such opposition is mainly due to 
the feeling that attention ought to be directed toward facts, and that the 
multiplying of general hypotheses ought not to be encouraged. Achelis, 
however, while adhering to experience, wishes to lay stress on the psycho- 
logical basis by which experience is determined. In any case, as he admits, 
all expressions are conventional and inadequate. In a paper contained 
in the first number, E. Hardy rejects as unsatisfactory the limitation of the 
science to the description of particular religions, and enforces the neces- 
sity of comparative investigation. He approves as correct the geographical 
classification of religions. Among the papers is one by Seler on Quicha 
mythology. The fourth number contains a highly laudatory review of the 
work of D. G. Brinton, " Religions of Primitive Peoples." 

An American Journal of Anthropology. — At the winter meeting of 
Section H, American Association for the Advancement of Science, held at 
Ithaca, December 28, 1897, a committee was appointed to found a journal 
designed to promote the interests of anthropology in America. The com- 
mittee held several meetings, conferred with publishers, and reported to 
Section H at the Boston meeting of the Association. It has been decided 
to undertake the publication, provided a sufficient number of persons indi- 
cate their willingness to support the movement by subscribing for the first 
volume. 

The journal will be issued in quarterly numbers of about two hundred 
octavo pages, forming an annual volume of eight hundred pages, the first 
number to appear in January, 1899. The subscription price will be $4.00. 

The new journal, the name of which has not definitely been decided, will 
replace the " American Anthropologist," the organ of the Anthropological 
Society of Washington. 

Working anthropologists are invited to aid in the enterprise by subscrib- 
ing for themselves and by advising others to subscribe. 

The Chairman of the Founding Committee is Dr. Franz Boas, American 
Museum of Natural History, New York, N. Y., to whom subscriptions may 
be sent. 



